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SUBJECT: PROPOSED IAEA TRAINING COURSE IN URANIUM EXPLORATION 

1 . HEAD OF IAEA'S FELLOWSHIPS AND TRAINING SECTION 
(HAMMOND - US) CONTACTED MISSION RECENTLY RE PROPOSED 
PLANS FOR CONDUCTING AN AGENCY TRAINING COURSE NEXT 
YEAR IN FIELD OF URANIUM EXPLORATION, POSSIBLY TO BE 
HELD IN U.S. HAMMOND HAS SINCE FOLLOWED UP WITH A 
LETTER TO PROFESSOR RICHARD H. DE VOTO, COLORADO SCHOOL 
OF MINES, GOLDEN, COLORADO, INQUIRING RE POSSIBLE 
INTEREST IN HAVING SUCH COURSE HELD AT THAT INSTITUTION. 

(AT MISSION SUGGESTION, LETTER WAS SENT TO MISSION FOR 
FORWARDING, AND IS BEING POUCHED TO AMMONS/ERDA AND A 
COPY TO BORIGHT/OES/NET.) 

2. PROPOSED TRAINING COURSE WOULD BE FOUR TO EIGHT 
WEEKS IN DURATION AND WOULD INCLUDE ABOUT 20 TO 30 
PARTICIPANTS FROM DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. COURSE SHOULD 
BE PRACTICE-ORIENTED WITH EXTENSIVE FIELD EXPERIENCE. 
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TECHNICAL CONTENT OF COURSE SHOULD INCLUDE LECTURES 
ON URANIUM GEOLOGY, VARIOUS ASPECTS OF URANIUM 
MINERALOGY, PETROLOGY, GEOCHEMISTRY AND ON GEOPHYSICAL 
AND GEOCHEMICAL METHODS OF URANIUM EXPLORATION. 
LABORATORY INSTRUCTION SHOULD BE INCLUDED ON MINERAL 
IDENTIFICATION. QUANTITATIVE MINERALOGICAL ANALYSIS, 
ANALYTICAL AND ASSAY TECHNIQUES FOR URANIUM 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


ORES. PRACTICAL INSTRUCTION IN THE FIELD SHOULD 
INCLUDE AN EXAMPLE OF URANIUM GEOLOGY AND INSTRUCTION 
IN USE OF GEOPHYSICAL AND GEOCHEMICAL URANIUM 
EXPLORATION TECHNIQUES, AND INCLUDE, IF POSSIBLE, AIRBORNE, 
CARBORNE AND GROUND RADIOMETRIC SURVEY METHODS, RADON 
SURVEYS AND GEOCHEMICAL PROSPECTING BY STREAM 
SEDIMENT, SOIL AND WATER SAMPLING. EXAMPLES OF 
EXPLORATORY DRILLING TECHNIQUES AND LOGGING SHOULD 
BE DEMONSTRATED. 

3. HAMMOND WILL BE IN WASHINGTON, D. C. DURING WEEK 

OF MARCH 14-18 AND MAY BE CONTACTED THROUGH AMMONS/ 
ERDA FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS RE THIS PROPOSED COURSE. 
HAMMOND ALSO INCLUDED IN HIS LETTER TO DE VOTO THAT 
HE COULD VISIT COLORADO SCHOOL OF MINES ON MARCH 24 
FOR DETAILED DISCUSSIONS ABOUT THIS PROPOSED COURSE 
IF SUCH A MEETING WOULD BE FRUITFUL. 

4. SINCE HAMMOND NEEDED TO FIRM UP HIS ITINERARY, 

MISSION SUGGESTED THAT HE GO AHEAD WITH PLANNED VISIT 
TO MEET WITH PROFESSOR DE VOTO, BEARING IN MIND, 

HOWEVER, THAT U.S. MAY PREFER NOT RPT NOT TO HAVE 
SUCH A COURSE HELD IN U.S. NEXT YEAR DEPENDING ON 
OUTCOME OF U.S. POLICY REVIEW RELATED TO NUCLEAR NON- 
PROLIFERATION WHICH IS CURRENTLY UNDERWAY. HAMMOND 
FULLY UNDERSTANDS THIS POSITION, BUT FEELS HE MUST 
PURSUE MATTER AT LEAST ON A TENTATIVE BASIS, SINCE 

IT TAKES CONSIDERABLE ADVANCE PLANNING FOR SUCH A 
COURSE. 
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5. MISSION NOTES THAT AGENCY HAS LONG PLAYED AN 
ACTIVE ROLE IN FIELD OF URANIUM EXPLORATION AND THAT 
THIS IS AN AREA WHERE DEMAND FOR THIS TRAINING FROM 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES IS HIGH. IT IS LIKELY, THERE- 
FORE, THAT SUCH A COURSE WOULD BE HELD, REGARDLESS OF 
WHETHER OR NOT USG OFFERS TO HAVE SUCH COURSE HELD 
IN U.S. 

6. MISSION WOULD APPRECIATE GUIDANCE AS TO WHETHER 
OR NOT U.S. HAS ANY OBJECTION IN PRINCIPLE TO HAVING 
SUCH A TRAINING COURSE IN U.S. NEXT YEAR. PLEASE 
ADVISE. STONE 
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